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Aid  to  Dependent  Children 


The  purpose  of  this  program  is  to  maintain  and 
strengthen  family  life  by  providing  financial  aid 
and  other  services  to  families  with  children  deprived 
of  parental  support  or  care  by  death,  physical  or 
mental  incapacity,  full  or  partial  unemployment,  or 
continued  absence  for  such  reasons  as  divorce, 
separation,  imprisonment,  or  military  service  of 
either  parent. 

Guidance  and  counseling  services  are  provided  to 
assist  families  with  social  problems.  Educational 
and  vocational  training  programs  provide  recipients 
an  opportunity  to  prepare  for  employment. 


APPLICATION 


The  parent  or  other  relative  caring  for  the  child 
must  make  an  application  at  the  office  of  the  county 
department  of  public  aid  in  the  county  where  the 
applicant  lives.  In  Cook  County  the  application  is 
made  at  the  office  in  the  district  where  the  applicant 
lives. 

An  applicant  will  be  given  any  help  needed  to 
complete  the  application  form.  If,  because  of  illness, 
disability,  or  other  reason,  the  person  cannot  go  to 
the  office  to  apply,  a  caseworker  will  take  the  appli¬ 
cation  in  the  home. 


ELIGIBILITY 


THE  FAMILY 

Families  with  minor  children  qualify  for  aid  only 
if  they  are  giving  the  children  care  in  their  own 
home.  The  children  must  be  living  with  their  parent 
or  parents,  or  other  close  relative  such  as  adoptive 
father,  adoptive  mother,  grandfather,  grandmother, 
brother,  sister,  stepfather,  stepmother,  stepbrother, 
stepsister,  uncle,  aunt,  or  any  other  blood  relative 
including  first  cousins,  nephews,  or  nieces. 

THE  HOME 

The  purpose  of  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  is  to 
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keep  the  family  together  and  to  provide  a  good  home 
'or  the  children.  Occasionally  the  home  conditions 
ire  such  that  arrangements  must  be  made  for  the 
children  to  live  elsewhere.  When  a  home  is  found  to 
be  unsuitable  for  the  proper  growth  of  the  children, 
:he  county  department  cooperates  with  the  Department 
of  Children  and  Family  Services  in  asking  the  court 
to  remove  the  children  and  in  arranging  for  their 
placement  with  other  relatives  or  in  foster  care 
facilities  until  the  home  situation  improves. 


AGE  OF  CHILDREN 

To  qualify,  a  child  must  be  under  18  years  of  age. 
However,  children  18  through  20  are  eligible  if  they 
are  in  regular  attendance  in  high  school,  a  vocational 
or  technical  training  school,  or  in  college. 


RESIDENCE 

To  be  eligible  for  Aid  to  Dependent  Children, 
the  child  and  the  parent  or  other  relative  with  whom 
the  child  is  living  must  be  living  in  Illinois  with 
intent  to  remain. 


INCOME 

A  family  is  eligible  for  assistance  if  the  income 
from  earnings,  pensions,  insurance  benefits,  or  other 
sources,  or  support  and  contributions  from  relatives 
is  not  enough  to  meet  their  needs  according  to  the 
standards  of  the  Illinois  Department  of  Public  Aid. 

Only  available  income  is  budgeted  in  determining 
the  amount  of  the  assistance  payment.  Deductions 
from  gross  income  may  include  expenses  for  special 
needs  for  employment  and  required  expenses  for 
Social  Security,  income  taxes,  health  insurance, 
dues,  etc.  Department  policies  also  permit  certain 
income  exemptions. 


SUPPORT  FROM  RELATIVES 

Illinois  laws  recognize  the  responsibility  of  rela¬ 
tives  to  support  needy  persons.  Legal  responsibility 
for  contributing  toward  a  relative's  support  is  limited 
to:  spouse  for  spouse;  and  parents  for  children  under 
21  years  of  age. 
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Relatives  legally  responsible  to  provide  financial 
assistance  to  members  of  their  families  (1)  are 
required  to  give  information  about  their  financial 
circumstances  and  ability  to  support  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  (2)  may  be  required  to  pay  any  support 
directly  to  the  Department.  Legal  action  may  be 
required  in  separation  cases  or  against  an  unmarried 
father. 


ASSETS 

Additionally,  an  ADC  family  group  may  have  non¬ 
homestead  property  or  personal  property  including 
cash  or  savings  accounts  with  a  cash  value  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  $150  for  the  first  family  member  plus  $50 
for  each  additional  family  member,  which  are  disre¬ 
garded  in  considering  eligibility  and  the  extent  of 
need. 

The  following  assets  are  not  considered  when  a 
family's  eligibility  for  ADC  is  decided:  homestead 
property;  clothing  and  personal  effects;  household 
furnishings;  business  and  farming  equipment  needed 
to  produce  income;  motor  vehicles;  cemetery  lots; 
and  certain  group  life  insurance. 

A  member  of  an  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  family 
may  own  life  insurance  if  the  face  value  is  no  more 
than  $1,000. 


DUTY  TO  REPORT  CHANGES 
IN  ASSETS,  INCOME,  AND  NEEDS 

r 

The  family  receiving  assistance  has  a  duty  to 
report  any  change  in  its  income  or  other  means  of 
support,  property,  expenses,  or  in  the  members  of  its 
household,  to  the  county  department  so  the  amount  of 
assistance  can  be  adjusted  according  to  the  circum¬ 
stances. 

A  family  which  receives  more  aid  than  it  is 
entitled  to  because  of  the  failure  to  report  changes 
in  income,  assets,  or  need  is  required  by  law  to  pay 
back  a  sum  of  money  up  to  but  not  more  than  the 
entire  amount  of  assistance  provided.  If  the  money 
is  not  repaid,  the  State  may  take  legal  action  to 
recover  it.  (See  topic  on  Fraud.) 


-  3  - 


DETERMINATION  OF  ELIGIBILITY 


The  county  department  of  public  aid  will  need 
certain  information  to  decide  whether  an  applicant 
is  eligible  or  ineligible.  If  necessary,  the  county 
department  staff  will  help  the  applicant  secure  the 
required  information. 

Information  about  the  family  is  held  in  strict 
confidence  by  the  county  department.  The  county 
department  will  make  a  review  of  the  family's 
circumstances  to  determine  eligibility  at  least  once 
every  four  months,  or  three  months  if  eligibility  is 
based  on  unemployment  of  the  parent. 

RESPONSIBILITY  OF  APPLICANT 

The  parent  or  other  relative  who  applies  for  Aid 
to  Dependent  Children  has  the  primary  responsibility 
to  furnish  the  information  needed  to  establish  that 
the  family  meets  the  eligibility  requirements  for 
assistance.  If  the  applicant  is  unable  to  obtain  the 
needed  information  without  cost  or  hardship,  he 
should  seek  help  from  the  county  department. 

To  establish  the  family's  need  for  public  assis¬ 
tance,  full  information  must  be  given  about  income, 
assets,  and  means  of  support  at  the  time  of  applica¬ 
tion.  Any  change  in  circumstances  or  need  must  be 
reported. 

The  applicant  is  also  expected  to  cooperate  by 
keeping  appointments  and  by  taking  any  medical 
examinations  which  may  be  required. 

NOTIFICATION 

Prompt  attention  is  given  to  determining  the 
eligibility  of  the  family.  As  soon  as  this  decision 
is  made  the  applicant  will  be  notified. 


APPEALS 

An  applicant  for  or  recipient  of  public  assistance 
may  appeal  within  60  days  any  county  department 
decision  (1)  which  he  considers  unfair,  or  (2)  which 
denies  or  excludes  him  from  a  service  program,  or 
(3)  which  determines  that  he  must  participate  in  a 
service  program.  Failure  of  a  county  department  to 
accept  an  application  or  reapplication  also  is 
subject  to  appeal. 
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An  applicant  may  appeal  if  he  believes  his 
application  was  unjustly  denied,  or  if  the  county 
department  fails  to  act  on  his  application  within 
45  days. 

A  person  receiving  assistance  may  appeal  when 
he  believes  the  amount  of  assistance  he  receives  is 
not  correct,  when  he  believes  it  has  been  reduced 
or  discontinued  without  cause,  or  when  he  disagrees 
with  any  action  of  the  county  department  in  relation 
to  his  status  as  a  public  aid  recipient. 

Appeals  can  be  made  without  cost  to  the  applicant 
or  recipient.  The  request  for  an  appeal  can  be  filed 
on  forms  obtained  from  the  county  department.  The 
hearing  will  be  conducted  by  a  state  hearing  officer 
in  the  county  where  the  applicant  or  recipient  lives. 
The  person  appealing  can  explain  his  case  and  have 
others  present  to  help  him  tell  the  facts. 

The  Department  will  send  a  letter  explaining  its 
decision  to  the  person  who  has  appealed,  usually 
within  90  days  after  the  appeal  is  made. 

CIVIL  RIGHTS 

The  Department  of  Public  Aid  shall  not  directly 
or  through  contractual  or  other  arrangements,  on  the 
basis  of  race,  color,  or  national  origin:  deny  any 
individual  aid,  care,  services,  or  other  benefits 
provided  under  the  public  assistance  programs; 
differentiate  in  the  extent  and  manner  in  which 
these  benefits  are  provided;  subject  an  individual 
to  segregation  or  separate  treatment  in  determining 
eligibility  or  other  requirements  to  qualify  for  bene¬ 
fits;  or  deny  or  offer  any  one  an  opportunity  different 
from  that  offered  others,  including  the  opportunity 
to  participate  in  education,  training,  and  employment¬ 
training  programs. 

Persons  wishing  to  complain  concerning  alleged 
discriminatory  conditions  or  practices  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Aid  or  by  other  agencies, 
institutions,  organizations,  or  individuals  providing 
care  or  services  to  an  individual  relative  to  his 
status  as  a  public  aid  recipient  may  do  so  in 
writing  to  the  county  department  of  public  aid  or  to 
the  Illinois  Department  of  Public  Aid,  Supervisor  of 
Inquiries  and  Complaints,  State  Office  Building, 
Springfield,  Illinois.  The  complaint  may  be  a  letter, 
or  written  on  a  form  (DPA  Form  185)  which  can  be 
obtained  from  the  county  department. 

The  Department  will  investigate  all  complaints 
promptly  and  take  corrective  action  when  it  is 
warranted.  The  Director  of  the  Department  will 
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eview  the  action  taken,  and  the  complainant  will 
oe  informed  in  writing  of  the  disposition  of  his 
complaint. 

ASSISTANCE  PAYMENTS 

The  amount  of  the  monthly  assistance  payment  is 
determined  on  the  basis  of  the  Department's  standard 
Dudget  allowances,  less  income,  contributions,  and 
Dther  resources  available  to  the  family. 

The  assistance  payment  for  living  expenses  is 
Daid  by  check  directly  to  the  relative  caring  for  the 
child,  except  in  unusual  circumstances. 

AEDICAL  CARE 

Persons  receiving  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  are 
eligible  for  medical  care  and  services  under  the 
Medical  Assistance  Program.  Payments  for  most 
nedical  care  and  services  are  made  directly  to  the 
source  of  care. 

■00D  STAMPS 

With  few  exceptions,  persons  receiving  Aid  to 
Dependent  Children  are  eligible  to  purchase  food 
stamps. 

TUNERAL  AND  BURIAL  EXPENSES 

If,  at  the  time  of  a  recipient's  death,  his  estate 
s  insufficient  to  pay  his  funeral  and  burial  expenses, 
rnd  his  legally  responsible  relatives  are  financially 
inable  to  meet  the  costs,  and  if  there  are  no  re- 
;ources  for  this  purpose,  the  county  department 
/ill  pay  for  the  funeral  and  burial  according  to 
;tandards  set  by  the  Illinois  Department  of  Public 
Ud. 

EMPLOYMENT,  EDUCATION,  AND  TRAINING 

EMPLOYMENT 

All  families  are  expected  to  support  themselves  to 
he  extent  possible.  The  employable  members  of  a 
amily  applying  for  or  receiving  assistance  are  re- 
uired  to  register  for  and  accept  bona  fide  offers 
i  employment. 

EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAMS , 

'OCATIONAL  TRAINING  AND  RETRAINING 

The  Illinois  Department  of  Public  Aid  provides 
ecipients  of  public  assistance  with  the  opportunity 
d  engage  in  educational  and  training  programs  to 
repare  themselves  for  employment.  Among  the 
rograms  offered  are  grade  school  and  high  school 
ourses,  vocational  training,  and  employment  on 
mployment-training  programs.  The  Department  staff 
all  assign  able-bodied  persons  who  are  available  to 
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participate  in  the  type  of  program  best  suited  to  their 
needs  and  capabilities.  Recipients  will  be  required 
to  participate  in  the  programs,  as  assigned,  as  a 
condition  for  the  continuation  of  the  family's  assis¬ 
tance  grant. 


PUBLIC  REGISTERS 

County  departments  are  required  by  law  to  maintain 
in  their  office  registers  showing  the  names,  ad¬ 
dresses,  and  amounts  of  assistance  received  by 
recipients  of  Aid  to  Dependent  Children.  All  other 
information  obtained  by  county  departments  about 
applicants  and  recipients  is  strictly  confidential. 
The  registers  may  not  be  used  for  commercial  or 
policital  purposes,  and  any  violation  of  this  rule  is 
punishable  by  a  fine,  imprisonment,  or  both. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Before  a  family  moves  to  a  different  address,  the 
plan  should  be  discussed  with  the  caseworker.  A 
change  of  address  must  be  reported  to  the  county 
department  of  Public  Aid. 

The  post  office  will  not  forward  Aid  to  Dependent 
Children  checks  to  a  new  address  without  authority 
from  the  county  department. 

FRAUD 

The  law  provides  severe  punishment  for  persons 
who  make  false  statements  or  who  wilfully  deceive 
and  misrepresent  their  circumstances,  or  who  wil¬ 
fully  fail  to  report  changes  in  income,  property,  or 
need  which  affect  the  amount  of  assistance  they 
require. 

A  person  guilty  of  fraud  will  be  required  to  repay 
the  State  the  amount  of  assistance  received  and,  in 
addition,  may  be  fined,  imprisoned,  or  both.  Anyone 
who  helps  or  encourages  a  person  to  misrepresent 
his  case  by  any  means  is,  by  law,  guilty  of  fraud. 

SERVICES 

If  desired,  the  county  department  staff  will  provide 
various  other  services  to  families  receiving  Aid  to 
Dependent  Children.  For  example:  helping  them  to 
obtain  essential  medical  care  or  family  planning 
services;  advising  them  how  to  make  the  best  use 
of  the  assistance  payments;  helping  them  to  plan  for 
education,  vocational  training  and  employment;  show¬ 
ing  them  how  to  use  the  community  resources  and 
services  available  for  their  welfare  and  enjoyment; 
discussing  problems  affecting  the  child  and  family 
relationship. 
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COUNTY  DEPARTMENTS  OF  PUBLIC  AID 


ADAMS:  6401/2  Hampshire  Street,  Quincy  62301 
ALEXANDER:  220  Sixth  Street,  Cairo  62914 

BOND:  317  West  Oak  Street,  Greenville  62246 
BOONE:  306  Buchanan,  Belvidere  61008 
BROWN:  223  West  South  Street,  Mt.  Sterling  62353 
BUREAU:  24  East  Marion  Street,  Princeton  61356 

CALHOUN:  312  South  County  Road,  Hardin  62047 
CARROLL:  Junction  Highway  78  and  88,  Mt.  Carroll  61053 
CASS:  300  East  Second  Street,  Beardstown  62618 
CHAMPAIGN:  405  South  State  Street,  Champaign  61820 
CHRISTIAN:  305  South  Webster  Street,  Taylorville  62568 
CLARK:  625  Archer  Avenue,  Marshall  62441 
CLAY:  Highway  45  and  Chestnut  Street,  Louisville  62858 
CLINTON:  Rt.  127  North  &  Kane  St.,  RFD  #1,  Carlyle  62231 
COLES:  119  West  State  Street,  Charleston  61920 
COOK:  Jane  Addams  Houses,  1410  W.  14th  St.,  Apt.  105  60608 
Altgeld  Gardens,  941  East  132nd  Street  60627 
Cabrini  Homes,  419  West  Oak  Street  60610 
Englewood  office,  6125  South  Halsted  Street  60621 
Garfield  office,  4657  W.  Madison  Street  60644 
Henry  Horner  Homes,  1850  West  Washington  Street  60612 
Humboldt  office,  2753  W.  North  Avenue  60647 
Harold  L.  Ickes  Homes,  2425  South  Dearborn  Street  60616 
Kenwood  office,  55  West  Cermak  Road  60616 
Lower  North  office,  1010  North  Milwaukee  Avenue  60622 
Madison  office,  1  North  Kedzie  Avenue  60612 
Michigan  office,  70  East  21st  Street  60616 
Northern  office,  4238  North  Lincoln  Avenue  60618 
Oakland  office,  4150  South  Halsted  Street  60609 
Park  Manor  office,  751  East  63rd  Street  60637 
Rockwell  Gardens,  2515  West  Jackson  Boulevard  60612 
Southern  office,  8001  South  Cottage  Grove  60619 
South  Suburban  office,  183  E.  154th  Street,  Harvey  60426 
Stateway  Gardens,  3653  S.  Federal  St.,  Apt.  102  60609 
Robert  Taylor  Homes,  4844  South  State  Street  60609 
Ida  B.  Wells  Homes,  534  East  37th  Street  60653 
Western  office,  3910  West  Ogden  Avenue  60623 
West  Suburban  office,  509  Warren  Ave.,  Maywood  60153 
Wicker  Park  office,  1567  Milwaukee  Avenue  60622 
Woodlawn  office,  6317  South  Maryland  Avenue  60637 
CRAWFORD:  201  E.  Pine  Street,  Robinson  62454 
CUMBERLAND:  605  Adams  Street,  Toledo  62468 

DE  KALB:  913  South  Fourth,  Sycamore  60015 
DEWITT:  308  North  Monroe  Street,  Clinton  61727 
DOUGLAS:  114  W.  Houghton  St.,  Tuscola  61953 
DU  PAGE:  421  North  County  Farm  Road,  Wheaton  60187 

EDGAR:  150  East  Court  Street,  Paris  61944 
EDWARDS:  295  E.  Walnut,  Albion  62806 
EFFINGHAM:  403  South  3rd  Street,  Effingham  62401 

FAYETTE:  228  Johnson  Street,  Vandalia  62471 
FORD:  811  S.  Railroad  Ave.,  Paxton  60957 
FRANKLIN:  303  North  Main  Street,  Benton  62812 
FULTON:  601  South  Main,  Lewistown  61542 

GALLATIN:  211  Lincoln  Blvd.  West,  Shawneetown  62984 
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GREENE:  425  South  Fifth,  Carrollton  62016 
GRUNDY:  105  East  Main  Street,  Room  304,  Morris  60450 
HAMILTON:  200  S.  Locust  Street,  Me  Leansboro  62859 
HANCOCK:  30  S.  Washington,  Carthage  62321 
HARDIN:  P.O.  Box  307,  Elizabethtown  62931 
HENDERSON:  Schuyler  Street,  Oquawka  61469 
HENRY:  Brackens  Shopping  Center  -  South  Tenny  Street 
Kewanee  61443 

IROQUOIS:  North  Dixie  Highway,  Watseka  60970 

JACKSON:  342  North  Street,  Murphysboro  62966 
JASPER:  113  South  Jackson,  Newton  62448 
JEFFERSON:  414  Main  Street,  Mt.  Vernon  62864 
JERSEY:  215  South  Jefferson  Street,  Jerseyville  62052 
JO  DAVIESS:  310  North  Main  Street,  Galena  61036 
JOHNSON:  McCormick  Building,  Vienna  62995 

KANE:  361  Old  Indian  Trail,  Aurora  60506 
KANKAKEE:  285  North  Schuyler  Avenue,  Kankakee  60901 
KENDALL:  123  West  Hydraulic,  Yorkville  60560 
KNOX:  1580  East  Knox  Street,  Galesburg  61401 

LAKE:  2410  West  Washington  Street,  Waukegan  60085 
LASALLE:  401  West  Washington  Street,  Ottawa  61350 
LAWRENCE:  P.O.  Box  148,  Lawrencevi I le  62439 
LEE:  353  West  Everett  Street,  Dixon  61021 
LIVINGSTON:  215  W.  Washington  St.,  Pontiac  61746 
LOGAN:  219  South  Kickapoo  Street,  Lincoln  62656 

MC  DONOUGH:  119  Rear  West  Carroll  Street,  Macomb  61455 
MC  HENRY:  225  West  Judd  Street,  Woodstock  60098 
MCLEAN:  603  North  Center  Street,  Bloomington  61701 

MACON:  1401  East  Eldorado,  Decatur  62521 
MACOUPIN:  213  North  East  Street,  Car  I  inv  i  I  le  62626 
MADISON:  200  Hillsboro  Avenue,  Edwardsville  62025 
MARION:  214  North  Locust,  Central ia  62801 
MARSHALL:  626  Second  Street,  Henry  61537 
MASON:  323  West  Main  Street,  Henry  62644 
MASSAC:  2301  Metropolis  Street,  Metropolis  62960 
MENARD:  113  West  Douglas,  Petersburg  62675 
MERCER:  400  S.  E.  Eighth  Avenue,  Aledo  61231 
MONROE:  123  West  Mill,  Waterloo  62298 
MONTGOMERY:  210  East  Fairground  Avenue,  Hillsboro  62049 
MORGAN:  3  West  Side  Square,  Jacksonville  62650 
MOULTRIE:  10  South  Worth  Street,  Sullivan  61951 

OGLE:  200  Washington  Street,  Oregon  61061 

PEORIA:  607  North  East  Jefferson  St. ,  Peoria  61601 
PERRY:  316  East  Franklin  Street,  DuQuoin  62832 
PIATT:  108  East  Washington  Street,  Monticello  61856 
PIKE:  Highway  36  &  54  West,  Pittsfield  62363 
POPE:  P.O.Box  130,  Davis  Building,  Golconda  62938 
PULASKI:  120  North  Front  Street,  Mounds  62964 
PUTNAM:  222  South  McCoy  Street,  Granville  61326 

RANDOLPH:  201  VanZant,  Chester  62233 
RICHLAND:  726  West  Main  Street,  Olney  62450 
ROCK  ISLAND:  3790  1  1th  Street,  Rock  Island  61201 

SALINE:  105  East  Poplar,  Harrisburg  62946 
SANGAMON:  227  South  Seventh  Street,  Springfield  62701 
SCHYULER:  213  West  Washington  Street,  Rushville  626S1 
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SCOTT:  128  West  Cherry  Street,  Winchester  62694 
SHELBY:  1125  West  North  Second,  She  I  by  v  i  1 1  e  62565 
STARK:  104  South  East  Street,  Toulon  61483 
ST.  CLAIR:  320  North  9th  Street,  East  St.  Louis  62201 
STEPHENSON:  222  West  Exchange,  Freeport  61032 

TAZEWELL:  2806  Court  Street,  Pekin  61554 

UNION:  110  Lafayette  Street,  Anna  62906 

VERMILION:  110  E.  Williams,  Danville  61832 

WABASH:  220  Market  Street,  Box  149,  Mt.  Carmel  62863 
WARREN:  104  South  A  Street,  Monmouth  61462 
WASHINGTON:  717  West  St.  Louis  Street,  Nashville  62263 
WAYNE:  213  S.  E.  Third  St.,  Fairfield  62837 
WHITE:  1  April  Avenue,  Carmi  62821 
WHITESIDE:  410  Lincolnway  East,  Morrison  61270 
WILL:  57  West  Jefferson  Street,  Joliet  60431 
WILLIAMSON:  606  North  Van  Buren,  Marion  62959 
WINNEBAGO:  1111  North  Avon  Street,  Rockford  61103 
WOODFORD:  107A  North  Major  Street,  Eureka,  61530 
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